Taking Your Trouble to Church

Ecclesiastes 5:1-20
Introduction:

1.  We have learned that there is no real meaning of life, apart from God. i.e. “under the sun”
2.  There’s a time and a season for everything.
3.  God’s program is good. His purpose is clear. But His program is sometime mysterious.
Last week Solomon gave us advice on what we should do about:
1. The Problem of Faulty Justice

2. The Problem of Fierce Oppression

3. The Problem of Financial Rivalry
4. The Problem of Fractured Relationships

5. The Problem of Fickle Popularity.

Today, Solomon has some more advice in the form of what we should not do when we face adversity in our lives.
I.  Don’t Blame God for Your Situation – 5:1-3 
A. Walk Carefully Before Him – 5:1

Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 

Lit. “keep your foot” > Watch your step
Don’t offer the sacrifice of fools.



Without obedience

Be ready to hear not talk. 



God gave you 2 ears and I mouth.

Don’t bring your own agenda


Walk carefully when you come to church



Listen to God

B. Talk Cautiously to Him – 5:2-3

“For a dream comes through much activity, and ﻿﻿a fool’s voice is known by his many words.”

Do not be ﻿﻿rash with your mouth, and let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in heaven, and you on earth; Therefore let your words ﻿﻿be few. 
When you do talk, be careful what you say – “Watch your Mouth”
1. The Warning - Don’t be hasty in word
We instinctively want to blame someone. So we blame God. Don’t be impulsive in thought. Be careful how you accuse God. Why?
2. The reason
God is in heaven – you are on the earth.
It is not just that He is bigger and smarter.

He is up there and sees all things



You are down here and see no-thing.

If you could see what God is seeing you wouldn’t be saying what you’re saying.
Instead: let your words be few, filled with integrity not pretence, marked by reality not fiction.
II. Don’t Bribe God with a Vow – 5:4-7
We get into trouble – promise God anything. “Get me out of this – I’ll go to Africa and be a missionary.” - Such as, a young German man by the name of Martin Luther during an electrical storm.
Vows are not wrong, just dangerous if you don’t keep them.


A. Vows Are Proper but not necessary - Deut. 23
When you make a vow to the Lord fulfill it. However, if you refrain from vowing, it would not be sin in you. 

B. Vows are to be Paid – Deut. 23:23
1. When it is convenient 

“You shall be careful to perform what goes out from your lips, just as you have voluntarily vowed to the Lord your God, what you have ﻿﻿promised.” 
2. When it is inconvenient - Psalm 15:1-5
“Lord, ﻿﻿who may ﻿﻿abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the ﻿﻿truth in his heart; He who ﻿﻿does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor does he ﻿﻿take up a reproach against his friend; In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he honors those who fear the Lord; He who ﻿﻿swears to his own hurt and does not change; He who does not put out his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things ﻿﻿shall never be moved.”
C. Vows are not to the Pastor – 5:6 

“Do not let your ﻿﻿mouth cause your flesh to sin, ﻿﻿nor say before the messenger of God that it was an error. Why should God be angry at your ﻿﻿excuse and destroy the work of your hands?
Vows are between you and the Lord.
D. Fear God – 5:7
“For in the multitude of dreams and many words there is also vanity. But ﻿﻿fear God. 

“Through many dreams there is futility and also through many words.” (Don Glen)
Don’t take God lightly just because you can’t see Him.

III. Don’t Be Surprised at the Government’s Response - 5:8-9

A. Government Will Get Their Hands on your Money.
“If you ﻿﻿see the oppression of the poor, and the violent perversion of justice and righteousness in a province, do not marvel at the matter; for ﻿﻿high official watches over high official, and higher officials are over them. Moreover the profit of the land is for all; even the king is served from the field.”
At its best, government has its problems.
The problem with human government is: IT IS HUMAN.

B. You Can’t Fight City Hall.
One hand washes the other. If you go over on official’s head about what he has done to you, then you are talking to the one who told him to do it.
C. You Are Still Better Off Than Without Government.


Go live in places where there is anarchy.
     D. Something can and should be done about it

1. Trust God – 

The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord,

He turns it wherever He wills.

2. Pray for the leaders I Tim. 2:1-2

Therefore I ﻿﻿exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, ﻿﻿for kings and ﻿﻿all who are in ﻿﻿authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and ﻿﻿reverence.

3. Submit yourselves to it – I Peter 2:13-14

“Therefore submit yourselves to every ﻿﻿ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good.

4. Stand for God – Acts 4:19-20

“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. ﻿For we cannot but speak the things which ﻿﻿we have seen and heard.” 
IV. Don’t Believe the Lie about Riches – 5:10-20
A. Five things you Should Know about Money - 5:10-17

1. The More You Have the More You Want – 5:10
“He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; nor he who loves abundance, with increase. This also is vanity.”
J. D. Rockefeller was asked, “How much is enough?” The answer, “Just a little bit more”.
Paul said, “Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, ﻿﻿to be content: I know how to ﻿﻿be abased, and I know how to ﻿﻿abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things ﻿﻿through ﻿﻿Christ who strengthens me. 
2. The More You Have the More You Spend – 5:11
“When goods increase, they increase who eat them; so what profit do the owners have except to see them with their eyes?”
“They increase who eat them.”
The more people come around.

The more loot you get the more looters show up.

As Possessions increase more parasites show up.
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            Sponging relatives
3. The More You Have the More You Worry – 5:12
The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, whether he eats little or much; but the abundance of the rich will not permit him to sleep. 

J.D. Rockefeller at 53 was the world’s only billionaire. He had an income of 1 million a week. He was sick, living on crackers and milk. He couldn’t sleep for worry about his money. Then he started giving it away. His health improved radically. He lived to celebrate his 98th birthday.

 4. The More You Have the More You Lose – 5:13-14a
“There is a severe evil which I have seen under the sun: Riches kept for their owner to his hurt. But those riches perish through misfortune; 

You can’t lose what you don’t have.
If a crash comes you lose the most. If your trust is in your money, you take a header off the nearest building.
5. The More You Have the More You Leave – 14b-17

“As he came from his mother’s womb, naked shall he return,” 
“How much did he leave? He left it all.’
You can’t take it with you but you can send it on ahead.
 B. Two Things You Should Know about God – 5:18-20
1. Your Ability to Earn Is a Gift from God – 5:18
﻿“Here is what I have seen: ﻿﻿It is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all the days of his life which God gives him; ﻿﻿for it is his ﻿﻿heritage. 

He has allowed you to get education or vocation to earn a living. It is His gift to you.
2. Your Ability to Enjoy is a Gift from God – 5:19-20

“As for ﻿﻿every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, and given him power to eat of it, to receive his ﻿﻿heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is the ﻿﻿gift of God. ﻿For he will not dwell unduly on the days of his life because God keeps him busy with the joy of his heart.
This concept may be a new one.
God wants us to enjoy what He gives us.

But, if we keep working and not enjoying, we are missing on of God’s great gifts.

We can’t enjoy the gifts apart from the giver

Conclusion:

